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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.58 pm]: Thank you, Madam President. 
That is the first time that I have had the opportunity to say, “Thank you, Madam President.” It is very befitting 
that I acknowledge today your ascension to that role. What a fantastic achievement, after 185 years and 
40 Parliaments, that we finally have a female—a woman—President of the Legislative Council. After such 
a long time, to have our first female President is, I think, a more historic moment than many of us realise. 
Congratulations to you, Madam President, and I am sure you will lead us with style and grace over the next 
four years. 
It is also befitting to note that for the first time—she has just ducked out on urgent parliamentary business, as has 
been acknowledged—our Leader of the House is a woman. That is a very historic occasion as well. Also, for the 
very first time, the Governor’s address was read by a woman. A triumvirate, members, of historic occasions have 
fallen before us as members of the fortieth Parliament. We are off to a great start in creating history and may 
those historic occasions continue. 
I want to focus a bit on Hon Sally Talbot’s original contribution to this debate in which she, too, also touched on 
the significance of the roles of women in public life and in society in general. As members know, I have two 
children. I have a 22-year-old daughter and a 20-year-old son. I look at both those children as a parent and wish 
them both the best and give all that I can to further their roles and contributions to life so that they can get the 
best for themselves. Becoming a member of Parliament in 2013 has made me realise the stark differences in 
opportunities for women and for men through to 2017. I look at my daughter and wonder why she does not, or 
will not, have the opportunity to be a CEO. We know that she can be the President of the Legislative Council or 
the Leader of the House, and we now know that she can be the Governor. She can in fact become the 
Prime Minister, because we have had a female Prime Minister in Australia. However, there are many things in 
2017 that she does not have the opportunity to do. This contribution I make today will jump around a little, but 
I will always come back to the focus of the role — 

Hon Martin Aldridge: That is normal then. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Yes, that is right. If members want a sterile, staid debate, I will leave that up to 
members of the National Party. But if they want something that covers a lot of issues, they can look to me and 
I will happily cover them. 

The PRESIDENT: I will look to you occasionally, I am sure. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Madam President; that is the nicest thing you have said to me. 

Hon Martin Aldridge: All happy in the Labor Party then! 

Hon DARREN WEST: It is the first time Madam President has addressed me and I acknowledge that; thank 
you. 

I will keep coming back to the theme of this contribution today, which is the role of women in public life and in 
society in general. I am sure members realise that outside this Parliament 51 per cent of the people are women. 
When I look to the Labor Party’s make-up of members, for many years we have been criticised—pilloried in 
fact—for setting quotas. I have heard the term “quota fillers” come across the chamber, aimed at some of our 
women members of Parliament. But it has resulted in 50 per cent of the Labor caucus in the Legislative Council 
being made up of women, which mirrors the 50 per cent of women outside of Parliament. I note that the Greens 
also have a 50 per cent make-up of women in the Legislative Council, but the other parties have a bit of work to 
do. I will cut the crossbenches some slack because a couple of the parties have only one member, which makes it 
difficult to have 50 per cent women. I note that the members from the One Nation party are a fairly new 
re-established force in Western Australian politics and that perhaps it will take a little while for that to filter 
through to their caucus, but I note that their federal leader is a woman. There is a lot of work to do, especially for 
those in the Liberal Party, or should I be hoping that the Liberal and National Parties stay out of touch with 
modern society? Although I have a high regard for Hon Donna Faragher and Hon Jacqui Boydell, two women 
out of a total coalition caucus of 13 — 

Hon Donna Faragher: And we stand tall amongst them all, don’t you worry about that! 

Hon DARREN WEST: I do note that the honourable member brought a petition of 6 000 names before the 
house today. I have not seen her male colleagues bring any petitions of 6 000 names before the house. Maybe 
they will, but to date they have not. 
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Hon Donna Faragher: So long as you listen to the petition, that is the main thing. 

Hon DARREN WEST: The member may recall that on my first day in Parliament I tabled a petition with over 
4 000 signatures from the regional parts of Western Australia—it is always a bit more challenging to get 
signatures in regional Western Australia—against the year 7s in high school, and the government did not take 
much notice of those 4 000 people. 

Hon Martin Aldridge: Are you going to reverse that decision? 

Hon DARREN WEST: We will have to have a talk to the minister about that. I do make the point that I brought 
a petition of 4 000 signatures to the house and the government of the day was not exactly bending over 
backwards to accommodate those 4 000. Hon Martin Aldridge raises an interesting point. I am quite sure that in 
the future we will debate that point. 

I would like to make a special recognition of our former President, Hon Barry House, who was the President of 
the Legislative Council for my entire parliamentary career, except for this week. I found Barry to be a very fair 
man and an outstanding President. He had a command of the house that I am sure this President will also enjoy 
and was able to enable for robust debate, entertaining at times, but with a sense of order and decorum that befits 
the institution of the Legislative Council. I would like to pay special acknowledgement to Hon Barry House. He 
contributed 30 years to the Legislative Council and has been a strong voice for the South West Region. I beg to 
differ that it is the best corner of the best state of the best country in the world. I think two of those are right. His 
commitment to his communities and electorates and his service to the house cannot be questioned. He was fair 
and impartial and I found him very helpful. A couple of issues I had were not easy. He is a good man and a class 
act and I wish him well. I look forward to bumping into Barry in the south west over a glass of the region’s finest 
from time to time. 

Between 7.00 pm and 7.30 pm on Saturday, 11 March I am sure all members could hear the collective sigh of 
relief from the people of Western Australia when they learned that there would be a change of government. 
A collective sigh of relief: “Thank goodness that’s over. Thank goodness the Barnett Liberal–National 
government has been defeated.” It was overwhelming. Forty-one electorates put their faith in the McGowan 
Labor government. I make that point to the new crossbench that the people of Western Australia have given the 
McGowan Labor government a thumping mandate. They have taken their disapproval of the coalition out in 
spades and have turned to Labor to turn the state’s economy around, to provide real jobs, to deliver on Metronet, 
and to deliver in the regions, and all the election commitments that we made that we will honour. The defeat of 
the Barnett Liberal government marked a turning point in Western Australian history. It was the biggest single 
Labor win recorded in history. 

Despite 41 of 59 seats allocated to Labor by the people of Western Australia in the other place, when I look 
around this chamber of 36 members, only 14 of 36 are Labor members. The same people were voting at the same 
time, with two ballot papers, and presumably voted in a similar fashion on both ballot papers—I am sure that in 
most cases that happened. The people of Western Australia, despite delivering a thumping mandate to the 
McGowan Labor government in the Legislative Assembly, were not able to deliver that mandate in this place. 
I think there is something undemocratic about that. Why would it not be that a government with 41 of 59 seats, 
getting close to three-quarters of the seats, would get only about one-third of the vote, or slightly more in the 
Legislative Council? 

Hon Peter Collier: They’re your electoral laws; you put it in place. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Maybe those who spoke last week in this place about electoral reform were on to 
something. 

Hon Peter Collier: Did you get it wrong in 2000 when you made the changes? 

Hon DARREN WEST: I think the reforms to the Electoral Act could have gone further—I do, and I said 
that at the time. I was a very small voice at that time, but I said that to anyone who would listen. Of course, 
that legislation had to be navigated through a hostile Legislative Council as well, as Hon Peter Collier would 
be aware. Electoral reform should be a priority for this government, and I am sure that will be debated 
further as well. 

For me, that thumping mandate, however, provided some of the best news I have had since I have been 
a member of Parliament—that is, the election of Hon Laurie Graham into the Agricultural Region. Until now, 
Labor has not held two upper house seats in the Agricultural Region since its inception; I believe that was in the 
late 1980s. The people of the Agricultural Region have turned to Labor. They have delivered a stunning increase 
in the primary vote across the Agricultural Region and significantly we are now two. I look forward to working 
with Hon Laurie Graham, who will tell members in the course of the next day or so about his background, but 
I am sure members will agree that a fine member of Parliament has been elected. 
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That came about from a phenomenal amount of work right across the region. As members in regional seats 
would know, the distances are vast. Lots of disparate communities spread out over large areas, many with small 
populations, are fighting to save their local school or railway line, or whatever the case may be. When a member 
of Parliament covers vast areas, as I have done for the last four years, stretching from Kalbarri to Bremer Bay, it 
is challenging to meet the needs of those communities. I was humbled to get a tick from the Agricultural Region 
for the efforts that we—my staff, hundreds of supporters and I—have put in over the last four years across the 
Agricultural Region. It is very humbling, to the point that the community in the Agricultural Region said to us, 
“As a matter of fact, we think that you are so good we think there should be two of you.” 

Hon Martin Aldridge: Let me check your hometown votes. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Hon Martin Aldridge can check my hometown votes, and perhaps he can check his as 
well. 

Hon Martin Aldridge: I am very happy with my hometown votes. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I will give Hon Martin Aldridge a particular place of interest to check. The honourable 
member should check the electorate of Geraldton while he is looking. 

Hon Martin Aldridge: I am bringing it up now. 

Hon DARREN WEST: We received a massive increase in our primary vote. 

Hon Martin Aldridge: It’s 48 votes, to the Nationals’ 209. That’s a ringing endorsement! 

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Hon Martin Aldridge. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, I am going to set the tone really early. Only one person has the call, and it is 
Hon Darren West. Other people will have an opportunity at a later stage, so let us listen to what he has to say in 
silence, please. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Hon Martin Aldridge makes a good point. I wonder why the people of Goomalling, my 
hometown, which is a fairly rusted-on, conservative community, continue to support a party that offers them 
nothing. They continue to support a party that would have sold their electricity supply network from under them. 
It is a community that people are leaving in huge numbers. If Hon Martin Aldridge looks back through the 
polling booth figures for Goomalling over the last successive elections, he will find that at every election the 
number of voters has been decreasing; he will find that occurring across the areas in which people predominantly 
vote National. I do not know why they keep supporting the National Party, because they are leaving. The 
National Party was able to sustain its two members in the Agricultural Region and was able to see in the election 
of Hon Colin de Grussa, who I am sure will make a fine contribution, but the National Party is not actually going 
anywhere. It is not offering the Agricultural Region anything to speak of, and the electorate has voted thus. 
There are booths in the Agricultural Region in which Labor won for the first time. There are booths in the 
Agricultural Region in which Labor ran second. In fact, Labor ran second in the whole seat of Central Wheatbelt. 
I am going to talk more about individual electorates and the fantastic candidates we ran in those electorates when 
I talk more about the problems of the Liberal and National Parties. 

Hon Martin Aldridge: Tell us about Geraldton. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I certainly will talk at length about Geraldton. I think we were outspent in Geraldton. It 
is interesting that the member brings that up. In the few minutes before we suspend I will start talking about 
Geraldton. 

For the last eight years under the coalition government Geraldton has languished. Members of the coalition 
government have made repeated promises for Geraldton. I will refresh the minds of members of the 
National Party by pointing out this headline that refers to a commitment made by the National Party in 2013 to 
build a $120 million hospital in Geraldton. I do not know whether members recognise the people who appear on 
this copy of the front page of The Geraldton Guardian, titled “Last-minute $120 million hospital plan”. One of 
them is the former member for Pilbara and former Leader of the National Party, Brendon Grylls, and the other is 
the Mayor of Geraldton, who was then the National Party candidate. If members visit Geraldton Hospital, they 
will see that it looks just like it did when it was built by the Gallop Labor government in 2006. The former 
coalition government did not spend $120 million on that hospital. It did not spend $100 million, $20 million or 
$1 million on Geraldton Hospital. It spent not one dollar on Geraldton Hospital. Geraldton has been led along by 
the coalition for many years now. Many promises have been made to the people of Geraldton. I refer to another 
article that refers to a 2015 commitment made to the people of Geraldton for hospital funds. It was not done. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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[Continued on page 487.] 

Sitting suspended from 4.15 to 4.30 pm 
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